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Press Release


Bologna, Italy, 10th March 2010

The Sabo Rosa 2010 award goes to a fire-lady

The Sabo Rosa 2010 award has gone to Elena Scognamiglio, the only female firefighter working permanently in the Bologna provincial area. For the past six years, Elena (one of only 20 fire-ladies in Italy) has been driving ladder trucks and other heavy-duty vehicles at full speed from the headquarters in Bologna, racing to provide assistance and often to save lives. For this reason, the Bologna-based company Roberti Nuti Spa, has decided to award her on international women's day, two days ago. The trophy is a very special pink (rosa) version of a Sabo shock absorber. 

Elena was also given a mimosa bouquet and a voucher for a romantic dinner at Le Bistrot: a lovely restaurant near Dozza** (few miles from the Roberto Nuti Spa headquarters), which she will enjoy with her partner, Marco Bassini, who works as a bus driver for Atc. 

**The Art and the Technology: the medieval centre of Dozza, infact, is a real «museum of contemporary art open-air» thanks to the «Muro Dipinto («Painted Wall») Biennial art festival» which has been held here since 1960. During this event, the artists decorate the hamlet with their wall paintings.
Originally from Naples, Elena Scognamiglio moved to Bologna fifteen years ago. To support herself while studying she took part in entry selections at the public transport company Atc and later on also for the fire brigade. «My father was a lorry driver and so are my uncles and cousins. They all wanted me to join the family transport firm and so I had passed driving tests for all kinds of vehicle by the time I was 21», she says. Elena was one of the first women (the seventeenth) to join the national fire brigade. «It was really hard at first. My colleagues didn't trust me and I had to work very hard to prove that I was up to the job I'd been given». And nowadays? «Now - she says and her eyes light up with passion - I'm treated like a queen. I have the full respect of my colleagues and the job is fantastic. Although it's difficult and tiring, I do get a lot of satisfaction from the job».

The Sabo Rosa award, inaugurated this year, will be presented annually by Roberto Nuti Spa to an outstanding woman who works in the traditionally male environment of large-scale vehicles. The first woman chosen to receive the award couldn't have been anyone other than Elena Scognamiglio, «for her personal history and her background, for the career she has chosen and for being a really special kind of lorry driver». The award was presented by Elisabetta Nuti, the company's administration manager and by Massimo Nuti, the general manager. 
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